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Hong Kong Observatory Selects AeroTech’s AirSideTM Processing Solution to Study Wind Shear at Hong Kong International Airport
Newport News, VA (November 15, 2010)  -- AeroTech Research, Inc., (ATR) announced today that the Hong Kong Observatory has selected its AirSide Data Processing Solution for analysis of aircraft and ground-based laser radar (lidar) data. 

It has been well documented that the Hong Kong International Airport is affected by wind shear and turbulence generated both by weather and the large mountain ranges nearby.  Palermo, Italy, has similar problems where, on September 24 2010, a landing A-319 encountered wind shear and touched down short of the runway.  No one was injured, but the airport was closed for 42 hours. Many airports around the world are affected by severe wind shear and turbulence that can make take-off and landings difficult if not dangerous.

Designed for Doppler wind sensor manufacturers, airport meteorological providers, and aircraft operators who require greater reliability and accuracy of wind shear and turbulence warnings, AirSide is a processing tool that uses wind sensor data, in conjunction with ATR’s patented technologies, to produce enhanced hazard warnings with comparable performance to airborne systems.  Unlike systems that base hazard detection solely on wind measurements, AirSide, integrated into a ground-based warning system, yields a reliable and very versatile solution to an important problem.  The AirSide software has already been tested using lidar and aircraft data at Hong Kong International airport.

 “AirSide is an important extension of ATR’s capabilities in on-board hazard detection and avoidance for aircraft,” said Dr. Paul Robinson, ATR’s President and CEO.  “We are very pleased to work with the Hong Kong Observatory to provide them the capability enhancing their ground-based lidar system.  We fully expect that their use of AirSide will enhance the high quality systems and measurement programs they already have, and lead to even greater reliability of wind shear detections at the Hong Kong International Airport."
About AeroTech Research

AeroTech Research (ATR) has been a leader in the field of atmospheric hazard detection and avoidance since 1994. ATR’s proprietary technologies detect and report turbulence, wind shear, and wake vortex hazards and are protected by patents and patents pending.  ATR’s turbulence detection and avoidance technologies have been demonstrated in airline service.  ATR has developed several other systems for atmospheric hazard detection and avoidance; many are developed in conjunction with NASA and FAA for Next Generation (NextGen) Airspace development programs.  ATR is based in Newport News, Virginia, U.S.A. For more information go to www.atr-usa.com.  AirSide is a Trademark of AeroTech Research (U.S.A.), Inc. 
